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Weed Management: A Key Part Of The Araluen Creek Restoration Project 
 
One of the key components of the Upper Deua Catchment Landcare Group (UDCLG), Araluen Creek 
Creek restoration project is weed management.  As part of this a Weed Management Plan was 
prepared for the UDCLG in 2021. 

 
The plan assessed all the weeds/invasive woody weeds along the Araluen Creek riparian zone 
including the presence, abundance and classification of weed species within individual properties. It 
also included recommendations for eradication, control and remediation of the various weeds. 
 
The Araluen Creek Weed Management Plan project area extends between Neringla Road in the 
south and Majors Creek Mountain Road in the north. 
 
The survey identified seventeen 
species of weeds including: 

• Two weeds of National 
Significance 

• Two State Priority Weeds 

• Seventeen Environmental 
Weeds 

• One Local Management 
Programs Weed 

• One Declared Pest Plant 
(ACT)\ 

 

The most significant weed species 
identified within the Weed 
Management Project area are: 

• African Boxthorn Lycium 
ferocissimum, a Weed of 
National Significance, 
which was recorded within 
64 of the 91 survey 
sections.  

• Broad-leaved Privet Ligustrum lucidum, an Environmental Weed, which was recorded 
within 71 of the 91 survey sections.  

• Small-leaved Privet Ligustrum sinense, an Environmental Weed, which was recorded 
within 60 of the 91 survey sections. 

• Blackberry Rubus fruticosus species aggregata, a Weed of National Significance, which was 
recorded within 19 of the 91 survey sections  

 
The presence of a range of growth stages (i.e. seedling to maturity) of African Boxthorn, Broad-
leaved Privet and Small-leaved Privet indicate that the infestation of these weeds is actively 
increasing. 
 

Weed eradication and control  
The WMP project area is located within a riparian zone, which will restrict the type of eradication and 
control methods employed if impacts on water quality and biodiversity are to be avoided.  
 
It is therefore recommended that the following methods be applied in order of priority:  
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• Non-chemical eradication and control methods e.g. mechanical or manual removal. 
• Use of chemicals without spraying e.g. cut and paint, direct drill treatments. 
• Spray application using only herbicides registered for use in association with waterways. 

 

Araluen Creek Restoration Project 
The Araluen Creek Restoration Project is undertaken by the Upper Deua Catchment Landcare Group 
(UDCLG), in partnership with Upper Shoalhaven Landcare Council and the South East Local Land 
Services. They are planning additional works to rehabilitate the Araluen Creek from the effects of 
drought, bushfires and flooding over recent years. Stabilization of the creek is necessary to prevent 
further catastrophic outcomes for the Valley and protect those downstream who depend on good water 
quality. 
 
The Araluen Creek Restoration Project is funded through the Bushfire Community Recovery and 
Resilience Fund. 
 

African Boxthorn 

 

Recommended Control Methods 
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Small-leaved Privet 

 

 

 


